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Federal Election Commission 
General Counsel Office 
999 E Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20463 
Attn: Kim C. Stevenson 

Re: MUR 5445 - Carolina Majority PAC 

Dear Ms. Stevenson: 

This letter is in response to the Federal Election Commission (“Commission”) letter of 
April 29th to Mark Valente 111, Treasurer of the Carolina Majority PAC (“PAC”). The 
Commission letter enclosed a copy of a complaint from Public Citizens, alleging that the PAC 
violated provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 197 1, as amended. Specifically, the 
complaint alleges that the PAC accepted a contribution from Quentin Nesbitt that was earmarked 
or designated for the Geoff Davis for Congress Committee and that the PAC donated these f h d s  
to the Davis campaign. The letter also says that the “evidence also strongly indicates” that this 
was a contribution to the Geoff Davis for Congress Committee in the name of another within the 
meaning of 11 C.F.R. 5 110.4. The “evidence” provided by Public Citizens consists solely of the 
fact “discovered” from the PAC’s disclosure filings at the Commission that Mr. Nesbitt made a 
contribution of $2,000 to the PAC on September 23,2003, and on September 30,2003, the PAC 
made a contribution of $2,000 to the Davis Committee. 

Enclosed with this letter are two affidavits, one from the Treasurer of the PAC, and a 
second from Congressman Wilson, the organizer of the PAC. The affidavits are unequivocal that 
the Nesbitt contribution was not accepted by the PAC on an earmarked or designated basis. No 
direction was received orally or in writing from Mr. Nesbitt by the PAC regarding his 
contribution. 
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The PAC was organized by Congressman Wilson to support Republican candidates for 
the United States House of Representatives and to assist the Republican Party in retaining a 
majority in the House. The PAC raised more than $36,000 in 2003. The PAC contributed 
$31,500 to Republican House candidates in 2003. On September 30, the same day that a 
contribution was made to the Davis for Congress Committee, a contribution was made to the 
Neugebauer for Congress Committee. The PAC has in the past and anticipates in the f ibre  
contributing to Republican House candidates based on its goals of maintaining Republican 
control of the House and the election of quality individuals. The Davis campaign is one of the 
few closely contested races for the U.S. House of Representatives in 2004. A PAC whose stated 
goal is to assist in maintaining Republican control of the House has relatively few races where 
their financial support may impact on the outcome of the campaign. This district race is one. 
Representative Wilson has campaigned at Washington events for Davis, seeking support for that 
campaign. It is simply silly to conclude that the PAC needed direction or resources fiom Mr. 
Nesbitt to support the Davis Committee. 

The complaint has provided the Commission with no documentation or statement fiom 
any individual with any personal knowledge regarding the contributions which supports these 
allegations concerning the PAC. For this reason, the Commission should close this MUR 
without fbrther action in regard to the PAC and Mr. Valente. 

If you should have any question regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact 
me. 

Sincerely, 

E. Mark Braden 

EB/rvn 

Enclosures 



Federal Election Commission 
999 E Strect, N,W. 
Washington, DC 20463 

Re: MUK 5445 - Carolina Majority PAC r\, 

1) . L, Mark Valcntc: Ill, am the Treasurer of the Carolina Majority PAC ("PAC"). 1 am thc 

principal in Valenle & Associates, Hamilton Square, Fifth Floor, 600 Fourteenth Strcct, N.W., 
Washington, DC 20005. 

2) As Treasumr of the PAC, I regularly reqeive contribution checks for the PAC. I received 

check drawn on the account of J a n  Nesbitt and Quentin Nesbitt, signed by Quentin Ncsbitt 

md dated Scptcrnber 23,2003. I have no incmory or knowledge whether the check arrived by 

postal service, overnight delivery service, or hand delivery. I have attached a COPY of thilt check 
and the deposit slip to this statcmerrt. (See attachment A -.) An examination of the chsk 
shows that on its face there is no indication that the contribution WEIS earmarked or designated in 

any manner for any spccific usc or candidate. 
I 

3) Orl October 30,2003, I sent a,n acknowfedgement and thank you letter for the 
catltributian to Mr. Nesbitt on behalf of the PAC from Congressman Joe Wilson, which is the 
same acknowledgement sent to all Carolina Majority PAC wntributors, Attached is a copy of 

that thank-you lettcr. (Atuchment a). An examination of the thank-you letter of October 30, 

2003 does not indicate any agreement to carmark or designate Mr. Nesbitt's contribution to the 

PAC to my specific candidflte or campaign. 

4) 

ovcr the country No reference is made to the Geoff Davis l'or Congress campaign in Kentucky 

Thc thank-you letter makes rel'ercnce to dectiny Republicans in South Caroline and all 

I) 

S) 

carmarked or dwignated basis by the PAC. To the best of my knowledge, I have ricver met 

I made no representation to Mr. Nesbilt that his contributiori would be acccpted on an 



I 

Quentin Nesbitt nor spoken with hihr. T would not have acccpted a wnttibution *om Mr. Nesbitt 
on a designated basis, nor has the PAC, to my knowledge, ever'acceptml an emnarked or 
designated contn'butioti &om a donor. 

1 
6) 
otherwise designate Mr. Nesbitt's contribution to the PAC far the Getiff Davis Far Conpess 

T luiow of no one associated with the PAC that made any ilgreement to carmark or I 

Committee, 1 know of no one associated with the PAC who remembers ever meeting or 
speaking with Mr, Nehitt. 

J 
7) The PAC did make a contribution to Gmff Davis for ConBress on September 30,2003 in 
the amount of $2,000. This contribution was not made pursuant to any agreement, expressed or 
implicd with Mr. Nesbitt by myyelf or to my knowledge any representative of the PAC. 

8) 
the second time, This cangrcssional race has &en and will continue to be O I ~ U  ofWe itiost hotly 
contested in the country. Represcntative Wilwn in Ltw prior clectiori G Y G ~  supported Gmff 
Davis' efforts to be elected lo wrigiuss through Mr. Wilson's przrsonal appearance at a 

Wavhhgton DC fundraising event for Cicoff Davis on September 17,2002, 

&off Davit; is running for a seat in the U.S. House of Kepnsenlatives &om Kentucky for 

9) 
congress by the PAC was related in any manner to thc contrihiition fiam Mr. Nesbitt to the 

PAC. 

1 havc no reawn to believe that the Ssptetnber 30,2003 contribution to eeoff Davis Far 

10) I believe that the Scptembw 30,2003 datc of contribution corresponded with the closing 
. of reporting period to the Fedcral Election Commission by the Davis campaign. it is my belief' 

the timing of the contribution retlectcd a desire to provide Mr. Davis with the contribution prior 
to the close ofthe reporting period. 

I 

11) Although T have no rewllection d a t i y  specific discussion regarding the September 30, 
2003 contribution to the Davis campaign, it is my clear undcrstanding that Representative 
Wilson approved of thc contribution hased upon his pcrsonal experience with Geoff'navis and 

7 i 

I 



the Geoff Davis campaign and its iriipuflanoe to thc goal areleaing more Republicans to the 
Ha~isc of Rcprewntatives. 

1 do solemnly declare and affirm under the penalties of pcrjury and upon pwsoml knr)wldgc 

that the facts set forth hcrcin are true and correct. 

By: 
Mark Valente TU 

n 
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ATTACHMENT A 

o o t u m  m a  

DEPOSIT TICKET 
FOR CLEAR COPY, PRESS FIRMLY WITH BALL POINT PEN. 

Nafional City Bank of Michiganllllinois 
Deaon. Mkhlgan 
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Carolina Majority PAC 
/- Hon. Joe Wilson 

'j Chairman : 

ATTACHMENT B 

Mark Valente 111 
Treasurer 

Post Office Box 6 7 9 6  
Washington, DC 20035 

202-783- 1 980 
FUX 202-783- 1 9 1 8 

October 30,2003 

Mr. Quentin Nesbitt 
1 Tanglewood Ln. 
Cincinnati, OH 45224 

Dear Mr. Nesbitt: 

Thank you for your contribution to the Carolina Majority PAC (CARPAC). 

Your contribution shows your desire to help keep electing Republicans in South Carolina 
and all over our country. I share this desire with you as we fight to maintain a majority in 
the United States Congress. 

Your assistance has been crucial in the effort to make this desire a reality. I have been 
proud to represent the good people of South Carolina and fight for the Republican 
principles and common beliefs we share. 

Support like yours has helped propel Republicans to lead in Congress. Thank you for 
everything you have done for CARPAC and for me. I will never take for granted your 
support and fiendship. 

Again, thank you for your generous support. 

Sincerely, 

Joe Wilson 

Paid for by the Carolina Majo'nty PAC. 
Not authorized by any candidate or candidate's committee. 

I 



Federal Election C d s s i o n  
999 E Street, N.W. 
washing to^ DC 20463 

Re: MUR 5445 - Carolina MajoritySPAC 

1) 
United States House of Representatives. 

I, Joe Wilson, am the Representative of the Second District of South Carolina in the 

2) 
Republicans m Sou& Carolina a d  amss the counlxy. M y  goal was to assist in maintaining a 

Republican majority in the Wtd States House of Representatives. 

1 am the organizer of the C m b  Majority PAC ("PAC"). X organized the PAC to el& 

3) To the best of my lonowledge, 1 have never met Quentin Nesbitt nor spokm with him. X 
made no representation to Mr. Nesbitt that his contribution to the PAC would be accepted on ~II 

earmarked basis. I would not have permitted the PAC to wcept a contibuthn h m  anyone on 
that basis and, to my howledge the PAC has never accepted an earmarked or desipated 
mrhibuticm h m  a donor. 

4) 

o t h d s e  designate Mr. Nesbitt's contribution to the PAC far the Gaoff Davis for Congress 

Committee. X know of no one associated with the PAC who remembers mer meeting or 

qealcing with Mr. Nesbitt. 

I h o w  of 110 one associated with the PAC who made any Wtment to emark or 

5) Tha PAC did make a mntr&ution to &off Dads fbr cop$ress on September 30,2003 in 
the amount of $2,000, This coilfz1.butin was not made pursuant to axiyagreement, expressed or 
implied with Mr. Nesbitt, or to my knowledge, any authoxized representative of the PAC. 

6) GeoEDavis was running far a seat in the U.S. House of Representatives b m  KmWQ 
for the second time. "his congressional race has been and will. continue to be m e  of .the most , 

hotly contested in the counm, as 1 h e w  it was the most Republican district in America held by a 



. . 

Democrat. I have personally attended fhdraising events, in Washington, for Mr. Davis, and 
smgly support his Campaign, with both us b ~ n g  a shared interest in military bwkgmunds. 

7) 
am%dlent member ofthe U.S. House of Representatives. Contributiolls to Mr. Pa& are 

impoxtmt to his ability to be' eleoted, and his elation i s  important to the ability of the Republican 
Patty to maintain a nlatcn-iv in the U.S. ]House of ]Rexmsentatives. I[ do not believe,tbat the 
September 30,2003 contribution to Geaff Davis for Congress C o d t t e u  by the PAC is related 
in any manner to the contribution h m  Mr. Nesbitt to the PAC. 

The PAC made a wntxibution to Mr. Davis' campaign because I believe he would be an 

8) ]I have no present recollection of any specific disoussi~ns regarding this contribution to 
I 

the Davis's campaign. I have no doubt that 1. approved such conhibution based on my personal 
experience with the Davis campaign and Geoff Davis. Financial support for Geoff Davis' 
campaign is important to my goal and that of the PAC to elect more Rspublim to the House of 
Representatives. 

I 

I 

I ba s o l e d y  declare and a f h n  under the penalties of pqjuxy and upon personal knowledge 
that the h t s  set forth herein are We and GOIT&. 

I. 

fl 


